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ju 1503, “Marcus Warland, or the

Moss bprin"" a fascinating.story |

wroline Lee Henfz, a.gifted!

was givenito the pub- |

'he fountain head of Spring

then and mnow commanly |

“Blue Spring,” was re-caris-|

the hero of that story, and!

me famous in romance and ..c-|

The Long Moss Spring.” The|

tion found in the book named

is so graphic and complete*that |

ter-of-fact lawyer, accustomed |

logical and exact, even.if not

credible, statements, ¢an not
ro.improve.unon.nor add to it.

The icv waters:rush frantically from

writer,

the cnow white mouth.of; a:limestone
c: thirty feettbelew :the ton of a
hill, situated abouf gix miles
r lurianna. So. clear and cold are

s 1 one is-tempted teo ~Kmliev
distilled and beld iin cold
. in nature’s reservoir,,on their
the surface. The . hiilside is |
ed with velvety grasstand huge
ith here-and there-a holly,
«nolia or an immense *musca-
The hillside with its vines
¢5 weighted with tons of gray
forms a most appropriate set-

this jewel of nature.

A Lover's Retreat.
the branches -of the trees,
by the leaves and:the moss S

|

By JUBGE ’FRANG'S
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THE LEGEND' OF BLUE SPRING
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B. CARTER.

Picnic Scene at -Beautiful “Long Moss,” or Blue Springs, Near Marianna, Florida.

sunshine and the rain, gay
congregate, and delightful
3 frvs are had. while from:the hill-
n moanlight evenings, hidden
) prying ‘eyes, gazing into the
cid but beautiful waters»hélow, .lov-
rs gzather inspiration tostell :the old,
=story. and returning at.the -mid-
wear crowns of rmess, in
Token of love's triumph.
Moss covers the sides of the spring
the bottom of.the:stream  below ;-
moss, not related to that-which*grows

den and rude disturbance of tran-
quility; but in that short period a
violent and bloody deed was done,|
‘and. -the :grea bratal trout extin-|
guished the life of'the_.innecent littla]

perch.

The spring is the princmal source
of supnly foir a stream "flowing into|
Chipela river, .about nine miles long, |
fifty to two huntlred yards‘wide, one |
to ‘ten feet de€p. In these wafers|
are found the choicest of game fish;

night hour

pon the trees, but long and round,|such’ as the trout, ‘the shell-cracker,
wn in the sunshipne, blue in the|the bream, the stump‘knocker (a.small|
dow:;: in the current, animated, ,perch). to say nothing of the®black-

mercial- use; for, located upon it is
| Merritt's mill, where for years corn
{has been ground into meal, timber
sawn into lumber and seed cotton
cnnve*tod into lint;* abundant watex
l],)o’ver “beétng found - to- operate ma-’
,zhmerv for these purposes and many
{others not yet.attempted. Thousands
' ofslogs™have been and still are an-
 nuaily floated down this stream on
[tie™- WaY to ‘matket. These enter-
Iprices wereiso ‘remunerative ‘that the
.m--ud of~one of our most successful
| bus’mess men ccncelved the idea of
mlilizingfthe -spring and I shall now,
{ with sadness, proceed to relate the

eful, proud, ‘beautiful, extending|.fish. catfish and several specles of] ,
¥ts long f;mg advancing “here, reced-|turtles. » | simple but tragic history of this un-
i there, now rising to’the surface, Like Garden of Eden. dertaking: A Tracic Stor
sinking to the bottem. now “wav- Upon its baitks grow -many varieties It is not knof;tg until t)llus day how
“.r.‘&:«u.a.lly, now resting peace-|of frees: the cypress, tupelo, -juniper, the spring became aware of the busi-
\ but merely ‘for a mement; Im|pige, hickory, beech, magnolia, ash,| ecs man’s purpose. It is ‘thought that
ytae eddies dull,-inert, ugly, apparent-fwalnut and cedar, interspersed with| he wind whispered the secret to her,
'v lifeless: while the crystdl waterithe dogwood, with its white “flowers; | while on a mwenlight visit. She, who
jlows swiftly but silently, with scarce-fthe redbird, with ;its gorgeous pink from Creation’s dawn had remained

ripple or a murmaur.

A Dark Deed. )
I rising to’the-surface ‘lie siill
a momen®™ then, head downward, force

blossoms: the  sweetshrub and the lunm,o]pgej now conceived the idea
heneysuckle so beautiful and’fragrant, | that .her privilege—the privilege of
and the Cherokee rose, the _10\'911(-\1;";@;,;( beantiful—was about to be in-
of “wild flowers. These, with pleasant|vaded, and ‘that she would be forced
themselves into the«icy “depths again. |receollections of the mint julep engen-| to do menfal service, which would not
Jishes dart hither and thither, in the!dered by the aroma from many beds|onlv mar her‘beauty, but degrade her
ream below, playing in ‘the (‘urr('nt.;of mint, . scattered alonz the:banks | to the level ef an ordinary  water
sting in the»shadows, chasing one|almest~ persu: wde one to Lelieve t’batlcuurse. She.cculd not endure the
sther. Woe toithe“perch that dares|thei€Carden:of Eden was located here. | thought of adding an artificial growth,
1iv with the trout. A splash is| In these woods game is abundant, | '«md sitting by
eard, a sudden churning.of.the water|such as the turkey, squirrel, quai, | wheel, turnin
ceen; the spray glitters in the .sun‘{coon and ‘opossum, \.hll‘ ducks of all‘m:‘ into the night. She rebelled at
chine: then, silence. It was only a'varieties find winter homes upon the|the thought of such desecration and
moment: too short for the mind to ‘hosom of the.stream. resolutely determimed mnot to submit.
realize the consequences of this sud-I The stream is'well gdapted for com-| The sordid hand of commerce might
mar, but. it shculd not forever destroy
the beauty and wild freedom of this

iISfieg

it all the day long and

1

?MMOOOMWW“MW ' remantic spring.
| At great expense a building was
e N_ A. BALTZE,,LL, 'erected for the mill; the miller's
& ' house arose among the oaks; a dam|
2 PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON, $ v ®nsirucicd a few yards beiow |the
> ¢ . ’ @ and {he Spirit of Commerce gloated
z MARIANNA, FLORIDA_ :'ovor the prospect of its almost brutal
> & ccnquest-of the fairest and loveliest!
2900966060229 900500000090 $099e859 spring 'in all Florida. An immense|

‘under:hqt‘wheel was put in -position, !
)tho ‘breach in‘the dam was closed and
4| the . Spirit of Commerce took his stand
| by "the side .of :the swaters, awaiting
»1he moment , when the clear and lim-

CITY BARBER SHOP.

A. J. STEVENS, Proprietor. | helght to.do the menial service of|

ALL WHITE BARBERS. | !t“‘m“"’ the great wheel.

Fhe energetic and usually farsighted
HOT AND COLD BATHS.

| business man whose brain .conceived
We Kindly Solicit Your Patronage.

ltho plan took his place near the mill,
{and awaited the event which, though
|it destroyed the-romance surrounding
lthe spring, would add to his commer-
|cial enterprises another great source
{of income. The breach was closed,
| the *waters poured forth. with their ac-|
'cuswmed vigor for a few hours, and
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Massage Singeing,.and Honing-Razors a Spemalty

CIGARS,"CiIGARETTES AND TOBACCO.
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: John Milton, Sr., Agt.
Dry Goods, Notiens and Groceries.
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& Plantation Supplies a Specialty.
S ,
Narianna, Florida.
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I have several large farms for rent. For particulars

C. M. MESSER, Marianna, Florida.
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GENERAL MERCHANDISE.
COUNTRY PRODUCE BOUGHT AND SOLD.
DRY GOODS, GROCERIES, AND FEED STUFFS.
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r A Beautiful Story
of One of the Most
Charming Spots in
Florida.
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The Journal dezires 10 cxpreca {bs )
appreciaticn of the many -;_i‘:l!'?(r‘i:'?éi
M'f“ded 1o its representntives while
i in Marianna, by Mr. W. H. Milion, vice |
| presicont and casziier of the First|
! Naticnal Bank of Marianna, and Mr. |
‘.I. D. Smith, president of the Citizens |
State Eank <f Mariannpa,
] To both of these gentiemen is due |
| partial cregit for the success 3[ ¢hes |
| special editicn of Mariaanna
son county. They were untirins ;
| their cfforis to facilitate m I
!sm aside their person2al ‘.mw aes Tpate |
| ters 10 furnish the representatives Low*-r Spring, at the “Long Moss,” or Blue Spring, Near Marianna, Fla
| with data, photographs dﬁ:d BReh I e i : e S P e et et
| formatien as was within  their | e
knowledge.
Messrs. Mllion and Smith are. pub-
lie gpirited men with the interest of
Mariannsa-and the surroundln'* country
w (.1] at hea rt, and: ftAis an illustration
the spirit that permeates' every
,..a'l \\(,nm,n .md chdd in: this delight-
ful cxt}. i.e., Marianna'first, last and
then the flow began to decline. The| all the time. .
waters which before, from time im-
memeorial, had been free, which in! LEADING CITIZEN
their wild freedom had danced and! OF MARIANNA
sparigled in the sunshine, hummin;hi'i e —
Jow fmeladies, cléar as crystal, cold| - = -
as:an'Aretic river,-now refused to do mg;‘. ‘I;I‘_'o;;'i"];;}t‘leéigggqgf 1;15:;18':“;1?
t‘he work - appointed by the Spirit of ;o greater portion of his- life 13 the
Commerce. | development and wupbuilding of this
A Singular Phenomenon. ithriving city of West Florida.
TThe Spirit of the Spring laid her| Mr. Dekie was born in Thomasville, =
hand upon the opeping and said to Ga, in 1853, meving to Fiorida with . Home of Mr. M. L. Dekle, Marianna, Fla.
the waters: Come not forth,” and llis parents in 1862, He .affenged the + e
they obeyed gladly. She furnished common schools of*Florida.during the -
other . outlets for some, drove others‘“ar and lMved on a farm from its Mr. Dekle is president of the Iirst .
back ‘into the bowels of the earth, close up to 1875, when he& moved to|National Bank of Marianna, a mem- = 0
filling surface wells on neighboring' iMarianna and engaged in the mercan-|ber of+#he board of directors of the|
plaftations, supplying waters for new tile business. ) Marianna Manifaeturing ‘Company, aj.
springs and -lakes never before heard! From that year up to 1902 his busi- {member+of ‘the ‘board of :copimission- MARIANNA
of, but refusing .absolutely to supply | ZCoS steadily increased, when he re-fers .of~the Stite Reform'School, and |
the power reguisite for the great tired from the ;;gnom-l mercantile has rbeen a :member of ‘the f:ity co_un-‘
wheel. The waters of the Qmmgvbuainess to look-after his m‘apy other C.IL .,conﬁtruously. since _Rs-xorgamza- DRUG
- - S interests throughout Jackson:oounty. -ition“up ‘to the:presentsfime. !

ceased to flow, they assumed a life-
less appearance, the long green moss |
seitled upon the bottom gasping for
breath, a dark green substance rosg |
to the surface and iike a thick vell|
hid the waters from view. 1

It was as though the spring had|
gone irto mourning, and to the writer
who, from boyhoeod, had almost daily
held communion . with the Spirit of
‘the Spring, these habiliaments ol

the side of a great {mourning so assumed, were not inap

propriate. She mourned and would
not be comforted, but she consistent-
v refused to do ‘the work. assigned.
The great  whee: and the mill house.
which marred the beauty of the spring
and had brought about all the treuble,
remained idle and wvacant, and the
Spirit of Commerce, try though he
did, could .neither coax nor drive.
Spirit of Commerce Defeated.
At last the greatwheel rotted away,
dam began to break, the Spirit
of Commerce was beaten. The Spirit
of the Spring came forth and removed

sing as of .yore;
'a dull lead color and lifeless, rose from |

| pid element:should rise to a sufficient jand_ Joy,

the dark veil that so long had cov
|ered the :face ef the waters, the wa
ters began to dance and sparkle anc
the long moss, now

'the bottom, assumed its accustomed

"iue, waving its long arms in gladness

rising to the surface
the sunbeams and|
falling

now
to be EKissed by
caressed by the breezes, now
to the bottom, forming momentary

turtles.

The Spirit of Commerce unwillingly
departed, leaving behind the wreck of
the mill, the dam and the wheel,
but his ynwelcome visit had changed |
jthe mild character and. .gentle nature
of the spring. Before the visit ,she
was peaceful, mild and gentle,.as well |
as beautiful. Her face was a mirr(l‘
into which the sun peered and thc |
moon peeped in their daily
No sound save soft musie issued Tfrom
the*water: it entertafned no amimos
ity to man, beast-or fowl; all were
inviteq to freely partake of its
coldness, to bathe in it at will, with
out-fear of harm. !

But the doings of commerce hard-
ened the heart of the Spirit of the
Spring. She caused its waters to dig
deep holes where their passagze was|
obstructed. These she filled with the|
choicest of the erystal waters. The]
bottoms were washed as white as|
Snow, no moss was permitted to grow |
there. Each was an optical delusion,!
so consirycted, that gppearing to be|
shallow and smaill and harmless, they |
vet were deep and wide and treach-
erdug an

Woe to the heedless one who, tempt-
ed by appegrances, entcrs one of
these seductive places for a bath. Bet- |

waters—angry because obstructed by
the remains of the dam—continually
thunder forth to the unwary,
icy coldness of these beautiful waters
will chill the blood, and the Spectre]
of Death will rise from the spring as
it has risen, since the Spirit of Com-|
merce hardened the heart of the Spirit|
of the Sprmf. ;

W. R.Snead §

Dentist.

Carter Building,

Marianna, Fla.
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Dr. R. S. Pierce, Mgr.
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Headquarters for

DRUGS,

Sundries,
Tobacco, ‘Cigars,
Etc., Etc.

Marianna, Florida.
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Marianna Home of Judge Francis B. Carter.
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BUILDING MATERIAL,

Plumbing and Electric Light Fixtures.

Marianna, Florida.
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LEWLS-McKINNON GO

Home Life Insurance Building

Dry Goods, Groceries and Farm Supplies

tetson and Star Brand Shoes |

Hawes Hits, W. & B. and American Beauty |
Corsets. ‘

MARIANNA, FLORIDA.
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